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Chapter 1 Title, Purpose and Scope 
1.01 Title 
This Ordinance shall be known as the “Unified Development Ordinance of the City of Oxford, Ohio” and hereafter within the 
text to follow may be referred to simply as “this UDO” or “this Ordinance,” excepting only those instances where the word 
“ordinance” clearly refers to an ordinance other than the “Unified Development Ordinance of the City of Oxford, Ohio.” 

1.02 Authority 
The authority for the preparation, adoption and implementation of this Code is derived from the Charter of the City of Oxford, 
Ohio, and Chapters 711 and 713 of the Ohio Revised Code (ORC) as they pertain to the adoption of uniform rules and 
regulations governing zoning and subdivision of land. 

1.03 Jurisdiction 
This Ordinance shall apply to the usage and development of all land within the incorporated area of the City of Oxford, Ohio. 

1.04 Purpose 
1.04.01 Purpose Statement. This Ordinance is adopted for the purposes of promoting and protecting the public health, 

safety, and general welfare of the public, and furthermore to support the comfort, convenience and prosperity of the 
citizens of Oxford.  

1.04.02 Goals. The purpose and intent of this Ordinance is to achieve the following goals, in observance of the City of 
Oxford’s Comprehensive Plan: 

A. To encourage and facilitate orderly, efficient, and appropriate growth and development that supports the 
long-term sustainability and economic vitality of the City; 

B. To establish appropriate population densities to secure economy in the cost of providing water supply and 
sewerage systems, streets and highways, fire and police protection, schools, parks and recreation facilities, 
and other governmental services; 

C. To protect the agricultural, residential, business, commercial, and industrial areas alike from harmful 
encroachment by incompatible uses, and to ensure that land allocated to a collection of uses shall be 
protected from displacement by incompatible uses; 

D. To avoid inappropriate development of land and provide for adequate drainage, control of erosion, and 
reduction of flood damage, management of stormwater, and reduction of flood damage, including through 
the use of green infrastructure and low-impact development practices where feasible; 

E. To regulate and limit the use of land, as well as the construction, modification, renovation, maintenance and 
use of buildings, for agricultural, residential, commercial, industrial, institutional and public purposes; 

F. To protect the character and values of the agricultural, residential, business, industrial, institutional, and 
public areas and to assure their orderly and beneficial development and/or redevelopment; 

G. To regulate and restrict the bulk, height, design, percent of lot occupancy, appearance and the location of 
buildings, structures and land activities;  

H. To regulate the area and dimensions of land, yards and open spaces so as to secure adequate light, air, and 
safety from fire and other dangers; 

I. To conserve and enhance the taxable value of land and buildings throughout the city; 

J. To lessen or avoid congestion on the public streets and provide for the proper arrangement of streets in 
relation to existing or proposed streets as well as to the City of Oxford Thoroughfare Plan, and to encourage 
multimodal transportation options including pedestrian, bicycle, and transit facilities consistent with a 
Complete Streets approach; 

K. To provide for the most advantageous use of public utilities, such as water, power production and 
transmission, sewerage collection and disposal and storm drainage, and to encourage development patterns 
that reduce the cost of utility extension and avoid the premature or inefficient expansion of public 
infrastructure; 
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L. To ensure sound, harmonious subdivision development and growth that will become a permanent asset by 
establishing minimum standards for subdivision design and construction; 

M. To secure and provide adequate and convenient open spaces, multimodal vehicular and pedestrian 
circulation, utilities, recreation, light and air; 

N. To provide fair, transparent, and consistent procedures that establish a sound working relationship between 
the City and any applicant or subdivider, and to safeguard the interests of property owners, residents, and 
the City and its citizens alike; 

O. To monitor and prevent the scattered and premature platting of lots beyond the effective operating range of 
existing public utilities and improvements, or where the extension of such utilities and improvements would 
impose an unreasonable financial burden upon the City; 

P. To protect, to the maximum degree possible, historic sites, scenic points, desirable natural growth, 
watercourses and other water areas, tree canopy, wildlife habitat, and other environmentally sensitive 
features worthy of preservation; 

Q. To provide for the accurate surveying of land, preparing and recording of plats, and the equitable handling of 
all subdivision plats by providing uniform approval procedures for observance by both the approving 
authority and applicants; 

R. To encourage a range of housing types, sizes, and densities that serve households of varying incomes, ages, 
and family compositions, and that support the City’s ability to provide attainable housing for all residents; 

S. To encourage development patterns, building practices, and land use decisions that reduce energy 
consumption, support environmental sustainability, and enhance community resilience to climate-related 
risks, including extreme weather events and long-term changes in temperature and precipitation; 

T. To ensure that land use regulations are administered fairly, consistently, and without discrimination, and that 
the City’s development review processes affirmatively support access to housing, employment, and 
opportunity for all persons regardless of race, color, religion, sex, national origin, disability, or familial status, 
in accordance with applicable state and federal law; 

U. To promote the preservation and adaptive reuse of existing buildings and developed areas where 
appropriate, so as to reduce waste, conserve embodied resources, support historic character, and 
discourage unnecessary demolition or abandonment of structurally sound structures; 

V. To provide a strong sense of community identity based on a shared, coherent, and functionally efficient 
physical environment; 

W. To encourage coordination and consistency between the City’s land use regulations and the planning and 
service delivery activities of adjacent townships, Butler County, the Talawanda City School District, and other 
governmental and quasi-governmental entities whose operations are affected by or have bearing upon 
development within the City; 

X. To support the responsible integration of technology and innovation in the built environment, including the 
accommodation of broadband and telecommunications infrastructure, electric vehicle charging, renewable 
energy installations, and other emerging technologies that serve the public interest; 

Y. To promote public awareness of and engagement in the land use planning and development review process, 
ensuring that residents, property owners, businesses, and other stakeholders have meaningful opportunities 
to participate in decisions that shape the physical environment of the City; and 

Z. To recognize and support the unique character of Oxford as a university community, and to encourage land 
use patterns and development standards that reflect the mutually beneficial relationship between the City 
and Miami University, including the management of student housing demand, pedestrian activity, and the 
interface between campus and surrounding neighborhoods. 

1.05 Conformance 
Except as expressly provided otherwise in this Ordinance, no land, building, structure or improvement may be used or 
occupied; no building, structure, or improvement may be erected, converted, enlarged, reconstructed, moved, or altered for 
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use; and no lots of record may be established, by subdivision or otherwise, that do not comply with all applicable regulations 
of this Ordinance. 

1.06 Interpretation 
1.06.01 Minimum Requirements. In their interpretation and application, the provisions of this Ordinance shall be held to be 

the minimum requirements necessary for the promotion and protection of the health, safety, and general welfare of 
the public, and for supporting the comfort, convenience and prosperity of the Citizens of Oxford.  

1.06.02 Zoning Administrator Authority. The Zoning Administrator shall have the authority to interpret the provisions of this 
Ordinance. 

1.06.03 Purpose and Intent. Where any section or subsection of this Ordinance has a statement of purpose or intent, the 
purpose or intent shall be considered in the interpretation of that section or subsection. 

1.06.04 Provisions are Cumulative. The provisions hereof are cumulative and are additional limitations on all other laws and 
ordinances heretofore passed governing any subject matter of this Ordinance. 

1.06.05 Illustrations. Figures and exhibits included in this Ordinance are intended to illustrate the intent and requirements of 
the text. In the event of a conflict between the text and any figure, including graphics, diagrams, flowcharts, or other 
illustrations, the text shall control. 

1.06.06 Rounding. Except as otherwise noted, any fraction greater than or equal to 0.5 will be rounded up to the nearest 
whole number. Any fraction less than 0.5 will be rounded down to the nearest whole number. 

1.06.07 Cross-references. In some instances, cross-references between sections and subsections are provided that include 
the section or subsection number along with the name of the reference. Where a conflict may occur between the 
given cross reference number and name, the name shall control. 

1.06.08 Conflicting Provisions. In the case of any conflict or inconsistency between two or more provisions of this Ordinance 
or any other ordinance of the City of Oxford, the provision which imposes the greater or higher or more restrictive 
standard of performance shall control. 

1.06.09 References to Sections and Subsections. When capitalized, the term “Section” (i.e., as used in the phrase “this 
Section”) refers to the entire Section of this Ordinance in which the reference appears,  as identified by the two-part 
numbering format (##.##). The phrase “this section,” where the word section is not capitalized, refers only to the 
specific subsection in which the reference appears, identified by the three-part numbering format (##.##.##). The 
phrase “this subsection” refers only to the specific subordinate provision in which the reference appears, identified 
by any of the following numbering formats: (A), (B), (C), etc.; (1), (2), (3), etc.; (a), (b), (c), etc.; or (i), (ii), (iii), etc. 

1.06.10 References to Other Regulations. References to other manuals, regulations, or specifications shall mean the most 
current version of those documents unless expressly stated otherwise. If a referenced manual, regulation, or 
specification is repealed and not replaced, any requirement in this Ordinance to comply with such manual, 
regulation, or specification shall no longer apply. 

1.06.11 Interchangeable References. References to “zoning certificate,” “zoning permit,” or simply “permit” shall be 
interpreted interchangeably, unless the context of the regulation clearly indicates otherwise. References to a 
“building permit” shall include both building approval and zoning approval, unless otherwise specified. 

1.06.12 Relationship to Other Agreements and Regulations. It is not intended by this Ordinance to interfere with, abrogate, 
or annul: (1) any easements, covenants, or other agreements between private parties; or (2) any laws or regulations or 
permits previously adopted or issued or which shall be adopted or provided pursuant to law; where either (1) or (2) as 
stated relates to the use or condition of buildings or land, provided however that where this Ordinance imposes a 
greater restriction upon the use or condition of buildings or land than are required or imposed by such easements, 
covenants, or agreements between parties, or by such laws, resolutions, rules, regulations or permits, the provisions 
of this Ordinance shall govern. 

1.07 Transition Rules 
1.07.01 Purpose. The purpose of this Section is to establish how prior cases, decisions, nonconformities, permits and 

violations recognized under previous planning and zoning regulations shall be treated following adoption of this 
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Ordinance. It is the intent of the City to recognize vested rights associated with prior approvals while transitioning to 
the regulatory framework established herein. 

1.07.02 Violations. Any violation that existed at the time this Ordinance became effective shall continue to be a violation 
under this Ordinance and is subject to the penalties and enforcement under Sec. 2.13, unless the use, development, 
construction, or any other aspect under scrutiny now complies by virtue of the adoption of the provisions of this 
Ordinance. 

1.07.03 Nonconformities. Any legal nonconformity that existed at the time this Ordinance became effective shall continue to 
be a legal nonconformity under this Ordinance, unless the use, development, construction, or any other aspect under 
scrutiny now complies by virtue of the adoption of the provisions of this Ordinance. If a previous legal nonconformity 
becomes conforming as a result of the adoption of this Ordinance, then the aspect under scrutiny shall no longer be 
subject to the nonconformities regulations of Sec. 2.12. 

1.07.03 Permits and Certificates. Any building, structure, or development for which a building permit was issued prior to the 
effective date of this Ordinance may, at the applicant’s option, be completed in conformance with the issued permit, 
even if such building, structure, or development does not fully comply with the provisions of this Ordinance. Such 
building, structure, or development shall be considered legally nonconforming upon the finalization of said permit, 
which may or may not include the issuance of a Certificate of Occupancy. If the building or structure is not completed 
within the time allowed under the original building permit, then the building, structure, or development shall only be 
constructed, completed, or occupied only in compliance with this Ordinance.  

1.07.04 Variances. Variances approved under previous planning and zoning regulations shall continue to be effective for the 
time allotted under the previous regulations. Any new application for a project where a prior variance approval has 
expired shall meet the standards and requirements contained in this Ordinance at the time of application. 

1.07.05 Conditional Uses. Conditional Uses which either existed, or were established, under prior zoning regulations shall 
continue to be recognized in accordance with the following provisions: 

A. Conditional Uses Procedurally Approved. Any use that received formal approval as a Conditional Use 
under a prior zoning ordinance shall be deemed a lawfully established use and may continue in accordance 
with the terms and conditions of the original approval. Such uses shall not be considered nonconforming 
solely due to the adoption of this Ordinance. These uses may continue in perpetuity unless: (1) the property 
owner voluntarily discontinues the approved use and establishes another lawful use on the property; or (2) 
the use involves a drive-through facility and City Council revokes the approval pursuant to Sec 2.06.06. 

B. Conditional Uses Not Procedurally Approved. Where a use existed prior to the adoption of this Ordinance 
and was listed as a Conditional Use under the prior zoning ordinance but did not receive formal Conditional 
Use approval, such use may continue provided there is no available evidence proving the use was otherwise 
illegally or unlawfully established. Such uses shall be recognized as either conforming or nonconforming, 
depending upon the applicable zoning district and associated use provisions under this Ordinance. Any 
Conditional Use not procedurally approved under the prior zoning ordinance which is now recognized as a 
legal nonconforming use under this Ordinance shall be subject to the provisions of Sec. 2.12 herein. 

C. Modifications. Any enlargement, expansion, intensification, or other material change to a Conditional Use 
recognized under this section shall be subject to applicable regulations and procedures of this Ordinance, 
which may require a new Site Plan Review or Special Use approval. 

1.07.06 Planned Developments. [Reserved for future text] 

1.08 Fees 
Council may by ordinance establish a schedule of fees for reviews, approvals and other procedures pertaining to the 
administration and enforcement of this Ordinance after considering the recommendations of the Zoning Administrator with 
respect to actual administrative costs, both direct and indirect. Until all such appropriate fees, charges, and expenses have 
been paid in full, no action shall be taken on any application, appeal or administrative procedure, except as may otherwise be 
dictated by the City of Oxford Community Development Department. 
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1.09 Severability 
It is hereby declared to be the legislative intent that, if any provision or provisions of this Ordinance, or the application thereof 
to any zoning lot, building, or other structure, or tract of land, are declared by a court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid or 
ineffective in whole or in part, or to be non-applicable to any person or situation, the effect of such decision shall be limited to 
the provision or provisions which are expressly stated in the decision to be invalid or ineffective to the zoning lot, building or 
other structure, or tract of land immediately involved in the controversy. All other provisions of this Ordinance shall continue 
to be separate and fully effective, and the application of any such provisions to other persons or situations shall not be 
affected. 

1.11 Effective Date 
The Oxford City Council adopted this Unified Development Ordinance by Ord. No. XXXX on [Month] [Day], [Year]. This 
Ordinance first became effective on [Month] [Day], [Year]. 

  


